


							 	


								
Helen Holton
City Hall, Rm. 518
100 N. Holliday Street
Baltimore, MD 21202

Dear Ms. Holton:

As a member of St. Joseph Monastery Parish, I support the purchase of the St. Joseph Monastery School property at 3601 Old Frederick Road by Project PLASE and the major renovation to provide convalescent and permanent housing and supportive services which Project PLASE plans for this site. 

The presence of Project PLASE in Irvington will increase the stability of the neighborhood as it connects people in need with the services that can help them, and will be a positive step toward eliminating the problem of homelessness in Baltimore. Those who are homeless on the streets of Irvington will find it easier to get the assistance they need to change their situation. Project PLASE can also provide support and collaboration on projects initiated by other organizations that are already operating in the area such as My Brother’s Keeper and the Samaritan Women. The organization is also likely to partner with St. Joseph Monastery Parish in continuing and expanding the parish’s outreach to the community such as the Thanksgiving and Christmas community dinners, Project Angel Tree, and the Kids for Jesus summer program that welcomes children from the neighborhood. 

It is likely that if the sale of the school to Project PLASE does not go through the building will be boarded up, the outreach to the neighborhood that now takes place there will cease, and the crime that is associated with boarded up properties throughout the city will increase. 

For these reasons I encourage you to support the rezoning of the school property.

							Sincerely,



							


					
