Third Sunday of Lent

March 7, 2010
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An amateur and an expert may both take the same amount of pride and interest in what they do.  But often the expert goes one step farther, adding a finishing touch, an added ingredient or a final step that distinguishes the work from all others.  The hallmarks of expertise are perseverance and confidence.

Faith is much the same way.  There is always that one extra step we can take to strengthen our belief, or discipline our wills or sacrifice or pray for others.  There are countless opportunities presented to us to exercise our sense of justice and charity.  Especially in Lent, there are adult education classes, devotions and community events, which would help us, understand our faith a little better.  It is never too late.  Anytime that we turn to the Lord and open our hearts is the right time.  We can learn from the mistakes of the past and confidently place ourselves in God's love and mercy.

Like the fig tree that needs a little extra something to bear fruit, we often need to add the extra ingredient to make Lent more meaningful, more beneficial, and a real time of grace and growth.  The ingredient is ourselves.

Next Sunday’s Readings: Joshua 5: 9-12; 2 Corinthians 5: 17-21; Luke 15: 1-3,11-32
Email Addresses for Emergency Announcements

As Fr. Bill said in his note a few weeks ago, we would like to collect the email addresses of our parishioners so that we can provide the latest information on schedule changes due to weather conditions or any other emergency. Please send your name and email address to info@sjmp.org. We will keep this information confidential. 

St. Joseph’s Day

The parish will celebrate St. Joseph’s Day on Sunday March 14th with a special Mass at 10:00 a.m. There will only be one mass that day. Saturday March 13 mass will be at 4:00 p.m. Following the 10:00 a.m. mass there will be a Pot Luck Brunch at the School Hall. Come and share your family’s favorite brunch dish with your brothers and sisters. 

Seder Meal

On March 24 there will be a Seder Meal in the school hall at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $3.00 for adults and $1.00 for children between 7 and 15 and will be sold starting on March 7th. See flyer for more information.

Passion Gospel Reenactment

The Monastery needs 12 good men and all the good women and children we can get for the Good Friday April 2 reenactment of the Passion. There will be a full dress rehearsal Sunday March 28 beginning at noon and a brief rehearsal for open roles on Sunday March 21 also at noon.  No experience is necessary. Please join us and begin now to recruit family, friends and pious strangers!  Please contact Charles Yoe if you are interested or if you have questions at cyoe1@verizon.net
Mass Parts for Lent


Our Lenten Mass will be A Festival Eucharist by Richard Proulx.  These parts can be found in the red Worship hymnals (#306 – 308).  In addition, we will chant the Agnus Dei in Latin.  Please observe the printed text below for reference.

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem.
St. Joseph’s Monastery Passover Celebration

Join fellow parishioners in giving thanks to God as we celebrate a
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Wednesday March 24, 2010 from 6:30 to 8:30 PM

In the Parish Hall, at the School on S. Morley Street


Tickets MUST be purchased in advance.  No tickets will be sold at the door.

PRICE OF TICKETS

ADULT:
$ 3.00

CHILD:
$ 1.00

Not recommended for children under 7 years of age

Tickets will be available beginning March 7, 2010 after mass and at the Rectory.  For more information please call Sharon Winchester (410) 566-0877 x 19 at the Rectory.

Along with your ticket, please bring one of the following:




1 or 2 persons



3 or more persons




A vegetable dish



Some sort of chicken




or a dessert




main dish
Upcoming Parish Activities:

Wednesdays starting on Feb. 24th  Reconciliation Service at 6:30 p.m. Rectory 

Fridays starting on Feb. 26th Soup Dinner and Stations of the Cross 6:30 p.m. in Rectory

Sunday March 14th Feast of St. Joseph, one Mass at 10 a.m. Reception in Hall 

Mother Mary Lange Banquet

The Mother Mary Lange Banquet, which was canceled due to the snow, has been rescheduled for Friday, March 19 at 7 PM, Martins’ West.

Compassion in the Passionist Tradition

Fr. Rob Carbonneau, CP will be presenting a day program at Bon Secours Spiritual Center in Marriottsville: (Compassion in the Passionist Tradition(, on Saturday, March 27, 9:30-3:30. Meals are included in the cost of $55. For info please call 410-442-1320.

Tax Time
It is that time of the year when we begin to get our tax information together. If you require a letter confirming your contributions to the parish for the year 2009, please call the rectory 410-566-0877 and leave your name and envelope number. We will process all requests once a week during the tax season.
Reconciliation Services

On Wednesdays starting on Feb. 24 through March 24th, Fr. Bill will be available from 6:30-7:30 p.m. for the rite of Reconciliation. Please remember that reconciliation is available on Saturdays from 3:15-3:45 p.m. before Saturday mass. There will also be a Reconciliation Service in the church on March 10th at 7:00 p.m.

Forgiveness

On Wednesday March 17th, Brother Ed Hall C.P. will give a presentation on “Forgiveness” in the Rectory at 7:00 p.m.

Thank You All

Elizabeth Shultz wishes to thank all who sponsored her in the recent Polar Bear Plunge. She was able to raise almost $500 for the Special Olympics of Maryland.

SHREDDING DAY:

The Patapsco Council, Knights of Columbus, will hold its next Document Destruction Day on Saturday, April 17, 2010, between the hours of noon & 2:00pm.  This event will be held (rain or shine) on the Council's parking lot at 1010 Frederick Road (Frederick & Beaumont Ave.) in Catonsville, MD.  Bring your old sensitive documents, including canceled checks, medical records, financial records and any other type of paperwork that you don't want to place in your recycle bins.  There is no charge for this service, but any donation will be greatly appreciated.  For additional information, please contact Mike Blair at 410-744-8754."

Soup and Stations of the Cross

Once again we are planning to have the Soup and Stations of the Cross on five of the Fridays in Lent starting on Feb. 26 through March 26th at 6:30 p.m. This Friday’s soups will be Vegetarian Chile and Clam Chowder

Please remember those who are sick in your prayers as well as those in nursing and convalescent homes, the homebound, those awaiting test results and those who are dying. Also please call the rectory 410-566-0877 with the names of anyone in the hospital.
Bulletin Masses for the Week of March 7 – March 13, 2010

Sunday March 7, 8:30 a.m. For the people of the Parish

Monday, March 8, 8:00 a.m. Alfred Sheeler Sr. (d)

Tuesday, March 9, 8:00 a.m. Adele K. Ralston (d)
Wed, March 10, 8:00 a.m. No Intention

Thurs, March 11, 8:00 a.m.  No Intention

Fri., March 12, 8:00 a.m. Tommy Krupnik, Sr. (d)

Sat., March 13, 8:00 a.m. No Intention

Lent is a call not just to “give up something” but more important to “give something for the poor.” Wherever you live in the parish, there are poor families within walking distance of your home. When in need, they ring the rectory bell.  They are, in effect, ringing your doorbell. Your gift in the St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box will help the poor to celebrate the grace of God’s love this Easter.
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