

Fourth Sunday of Lent

March 14, 2010
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Few stories appeal to the American imagination as much as a rags-to-riches story.  We love to read how hard work and business savvy pay off well for the poor kid who starts out on the bottom rung of the ladder.  It makes us want to go out and conquer Wall Street!

In this Gospel we have the opposite, a riches-to-rags story.  A young man squanders everything in his foolishness.  With no common sense and no concern for the future he spends all his money and eventually suffers the consequences.  It gives meaning to the saying, "easy come, easy go."

But all is not lost. The father's love restores his son's dignity and pride.  In coming home, he discovers that love exceeds the bounds of foolishness and heals the wounds of sin and failure.  It is precisely the love God has for us.  No sin or failure, no foolishness of ours can ever destroy His love and longing for us.  Find this love in the confessional, in forgiving others who hurt us, and in the depths of our hearts.  It is never too late for us and never too soon for God.

Next Sunday’s Readings: Isaiah 43:16-21; Philippians3: 8-14; John 8:12-13
Praying the Cross Today

As our Lenten observance advanced we offer another opportunity for Holy Week meditation. Beginning on Palm Sunday March 28th, a prayer site will be arranged at the altar of the Pieta in the back of the church. We invite all to record a prayer request on the cards provided and place them in a bowl before the Statue. The prayer requests may be for our needs or a petition where we experience the suffering and the cross of our Lord as it is manifested today. Prayers for ourselves, family, friends and for our wider world are welcome. Fr. Rob Carbonneau C.P. has articulated ways in which the cross is being borne in our surrounding neighborhood. His “Healing the Contemporary Five Wounds of St Joseph’s Monastery Parish” serves as an eloquent source of reflection and a summons to gospel life. Throughout the following week and the whole of the Easter Season, the prayer requests will be placed near the cross of triumph. In this way, we hold the memory of the Lord’s Passion and Death within the Hope of His Victory and Resurrection.

Seder Meal

On March 24 there will be a Seder Meal in the school hall at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $3.00 for adults and $1.00 for children between 7 and 15 and will be sold starting on March 7th. See flyer for more information.

Passion Gospel Reenactment

The Monastery needs 12 good men and all the good women and children we can get for the Good Friday April 2 reenactment of the Passion. There will be a full dress rehearsal Sunday March 28 beginning at noon and a brief rehearsal for open roles on Sunday March 21 also at noon.  No experience is necessary. Please join us and begin now to recruit family, friends and pious strangers!  Please contact Charles Yoe if you are interested or if you have questions at cyoe1@verizon.net
St. Joseph’s Monastery Passover Celebration

Join fellow parishioners in giving thanks to God as we celebrate a
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Wednesday March 24, 2010 from 6:30 to 8:30 PM

In the Parish Hall, at the School on S. Morley Street


Tickets MUST be purchased in advance.  No tickets will be sold at the door.

PRICE OF TICKETS

ADULT:
$ 3.00

CHILD:
$ 1.00

Not recommended for children under 7 years of age

Tickets will be available beginning March 7, 2010 after mass and at the Rectory.  For more information please call Sharon Winchester (410) 566-0877 x 19 at the Rectory.

Along with your ticket, please bring one of the following:




1 or 2 persons



3 or more persons




A vegetable dish



Some sort of chicken




or a dessert




main dish
Lenten Schedule and Programs 

There will be a priest available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation each Saturday, (exclusive of Holy Saturday), from 3 to 3:45 in the reconciliation room of the Church. Reconciliation will also be available every Wednesday in the rectory from 6:30-7:00 p.m. followed by “The Lights are on at St. Joseph’s Monastery” presentation. There will also be a Penance Service on Wednesday March 10th at 7:00 p.m. in the Church 

The Feast of St. Joseph, March 14 will be celebrated with only one mass on Sunday

Mass Schedule: Saturday, March 13 at 4:00 PM

Sunday, March 14 one Mass at 10:00 AM; A Reception will follow the 10:00 AM Mass in the Parish Hall. Please bring a covered dish to share with another family.

A Seder Meal will be celebrated on Wednesday March 24th at 6:30 PM in the Parish Hall. All ages 7 yrs. & older are welcome to share this meal of symbolic food and words of the Passover Jesus celebrated. Please call the rectory so we have a number to help in planning and set up. All are welcome.

Holy Week

Palm Sunday March 28th Masses will follow the regular schedule: Saturday 4:00 p.m., Sunday 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. The high point of Palm Sunday is the procession with palms, more so than the blessing, prayer or Scripture reading. And we would like to make this part of the liturgy special. The procession uses Old Frederick (eliminating the hill), and is one of the rare occasions for us to walk through the neighborhood in a religious procession. I do invite and encourage those who are able to process to gather in the schoolyard on Morley Street where we will begin about 10 minutes before each Mass. 

Mass of Chrism at the Cathedral on Monday March 29th at 7:30 p.m., we have car pooled over to the Cathedral in the past years. You may call the rectory to participate. This is a beautiful ceremony with our archbishop and bishops, the catechumens and candidates, and people from all over the diocese. At this Mass the sacred oils used in Baptism, Confirmation, Ordination and the 

Sacrament of the Sick will be blessed and sent to the parishes for reception on Holy Thursday.

On Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday there will be morning prayers in the rectory chapel at 8:00 a.m. All are welcome for this informal prayer. No Morning Masses are celebrated these days.

Holy Thursday, 7:00 p.m., Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Supper, reception of blessed oils from the bishop, and procession. There will be adoration of the Eucharist until 9:30 p.m.

Good Friday service at 3:00 p.m. with Veneration of the cross
Good Friday Passion Play at 7:30 p.m.  This will conclude with veneration of the Cross.

Holy Saturday Easter Vigil Service 7:30 p.m. 

Easter Sunday 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. (procession with the children).  

Upcoming Parish Activities:

Wednesdays starting on Feb. 24th  Reconciliation Service at 6:30 p.m. Rectory 

Fridays starting on Feb. 26th Soup Dinner and Stations of the Cross 6:30 p.m. in Rectory

Sunday March 14th Feast of St. Joseph, one Mass at 10 a.m. Reception in Hall 

Mother Mary Lange Banquet

The Mother Mary Lange Banquet, which was canceled due to the snow, has been rescheduled for Friday, March 19 at 7 PM, Martins’ West.

Compassion in the Passionist Tradition

Fr. Rob Carbonneau, CP will be presenting a day program at Bon Secours Spiritual Center in Marriottsville: (Compassion in the Passionist Tradition(, on Saturday, March 27, 9:30-3:30. Meals are included in the cost of $55. For info please call 410-442-1320.

Tax Time
It is that time of the year when we begin to get our tax information together. If you require a letter confirming your contributions to the parish for the year 2009, please call the rectory 410-566-0877 and leave your name and envelope number. We will process all requests once a week during the tax season.
Reconciliation Services

On Wednesdays starting on Feb. 24 through March 24th, Fr. Bill will be available from 6:30-7:30 p.m. for the rite of Reconciliation. Please remember that reconciliation is available on Saturdays from 3:15-3:45 p.m. before Saturday mass. There will also be a Reconciliation Service in the church on March 10th at 7:00 p.m.

Forgiveness

On Wednesday March 17th, Brother Ed Hall C.P. will give a presentation on “Forgiveness” in the Rectory at 7:00 p.m.

SHREDDING DAY:

The Patapsco Council, Knights of Columbus, will hold its next Document Destruction Day on Saturday, April 17, 2010, between the hours of noon & 2:00pm.  This event will be held (rain or shine) on the Council's parking lot at 1010 Frederick Road (Frederick & Beaumont Ave.) in Catonsville, MD.  Bring your old sensitive documents, including canceled checks, medical records, financial records and any other type of paperwork that you don't want to place in your recycle bins.  There is no charge for this service, but any donation will be greatly appreciated.  For additional information, please contact Mike Blair at 410-744-8754."

Soup and Stations of the Cross

Once again we are planning to have the Soup and Stations of the Cross on five of the Fridays in Lent starting on Feb. 26 through March 26th at 6:30 p.m. This Friday’s soups will be Vegetable Noodle and Black Bean

Rest in Peace

Sister M. Kathleen Martin MHSH died on March 1, 2010. She served this parish in the late 1970’s as the Director of Religious Education.

Please remember those who are sick in your prayers as well as those in nursing and convalescent homes, the homebound, those awaiting test results and those who are dying. Also please call the rectory 410-566-0877 with the names of anyone in the hospital.
Bulletin Masses for the Week of March 14 – March 20, 2010

Sunday March 14, 8:30 a.m. For the people of the Parish

Monday, March 15, 8:00 a.m. Calvin Ledley (d)

Tuesday, March 16, 8:00 a.m. Tommy Krupnik, Sr. (d)

Wed, March 17, 8:00 a.m. Skip Sullivan (d)

Thurs, March 18, 8:00 a.m.  No Intention

Fri., March 19, 8:00 a.m. Feast of St. Joseph

Sat., March 20, 8:00 a.m. No Intention

In today’s Gospel the prodigal son repents and finds mercy in the heart of his father. Know that your penance during Lent can give the poor the grace of finding the merciful heart of God the Father. Through your almsgiving you are performing a good work, far greater than you think. Know that your nickel, dime or quarter is multiplied by the coins place by others in the St.Vincent de Paul Poor Box. 
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