Second Sunday of Ordinary Time

January 17, 2010
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There is nothing quite as discouraging as finding yourself in the middle of a project and suddenly realizing something is missing: a key ingredient, a tool, or the directions you thought you had. Sometimes the effect is nothing more than minor inconvenience; other times it means the end of the project.

Building up the community of faith is one task that has no shortage of supplies. Each member is gifted in a special way, bringing to the community a unique experience and view of God. Sharing our journey and understanding broadens the community's perspective and deepens our sense of awe and reverence for the majesty and power of the Creator. No one can be, nor should be excluded.

The tools that we use to build up the community of faith are patience, understanding, trust and love. The directions are found in the Gospel. Without these tools the work cannot advance and sometimes what has been accomplished is lost. When we value each person's contribution not only is our Church stronger, but also each member is enriched. We truly are the living stones that make up the Church.  Stick together! We all need each other!

Next Sunday’s Readings: Nehemiah 8:2-6,8-10; 1 Corinthians 12:12-30; Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21

Longest Married Couple. 
Our parish is participating in Worldwide Marriage Encounter’s search for the longest married couple in the Archdiocese of Baltimore.  One nominee from each parish will be honored during a special Mass celebrated by Archbishop Edwin F. O’Brien on February 14, 2010 at 3:p.m. at the Cathedral of Mary Our Queen.  Please call or send your name or the names of your candidates, married 50 years or more, to the parish office no later than January 24, 2010.   Please include their names, address, telephone number and wedding date. 

Email Addresses for Emergency Announcements

As Fr. Bill said in his note last week, we would like to collect the email addresses of our parishioners so that we can provide the latest information on schedule changes due to weather conditions or any other emergency. Please send your name and email address to info@sjmp.org. We will keep this information confidential. 

Mother Lange Awards

The Mother Lange Award Dinner, sponsored by the African American Catholic Ministries, will be held on Friday February 12, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at Martin’s West. For tickets, which cost $50.00, please contact the rectory at 410-566-0877.

Pope John Paul II message for World Day of Peace January 1,1990

There is a growing awareness that world peace is threatened not only by the arms race, regional conflicts and continued injustice among people and nations, but also by a lack of due respect for nature, by plundering of natural resources and by a progressive decline in the quality of life.

Fr Ray Harris New Address

Archbishop O’Brien has appointed Fr. Ray Harris, formally of this parish, Pastor of St. Mary of the Assumption Parish in Baltimore. His new address as of February 1 will be Saint Mary of the Assumption, 5502 York Road, Baltimore, MD 21212. Telephone number 410-495-5900

Upcoming Parish Activities:

Sunday Jan. 17 Confirmation at 11:00 a.m. mass

Sunday Jan. 24 Pastoral Council 12:15 in Rectory

Vigil Against Violence

A group of Baltimore faith leaders have called upon the Archdiocese to lead an interfaith effort against violence. These leaders said that the Archbishop has the unique ability to spearhead an interfaith effort because he is the “spiritual leader” of the city. I invite you to join us in assisting the Archbishop in this most worthwhile effort.  I hope that you and a good number of your parishioners will be able to join in the Vigil to be held in our own Cathedral of Mary Our Queen this January 25 at 7:00 p.m.  
March for Life

Friday, January 22nd, is the anniversary of Roe v Wade which marks the Supreme Court decision that legalized abortion through all 9 months of pregnancy.   Join tens of thousands of others on the Mall in Washington to show the new administration and our legislators that we will not tolerate abortion on demand, partial-birth abortion, assisted suicide and euthanasia.  Please plan to participate in this March!  Call rectory for more information.    
Lobby Night in Annapolis

Join hundreds of other Catholics to be "powered by faith" on President's Day - Monday, February 15, 2010 - during the annual Catholic Lobby Night in Annapolis from 3 pm to 8 pm. This advocacy event gives Catholic voters the opportunity to meet in person with their elected state officials and discuss with them issues including: supporting pregnant women and pregnancy resource centers, Catholic schools, the death penalty, marriage, and poverty. The day begins with an address from Maryland bishops, followed by issue briefings from Conference staff, then face-to-face meetings with legislators, and topped off with a dinner reception. The event is free, but registration is required. A Spanish-language session will be available. Transportation and background information will be available soon. We'll see you on February 15!

Bereavement Seminar

There will be a six-week Bereavement seminar for adults of all ages grieving the death of a love one. The group will meet at Charlestown on Thursdays starting on January 28 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Pre-registration is required. There is no fee. Contact Fred Schneider at 410-735-5569

Tax Time
It is that time of the year when we begin to get our tax information together. If you require a letter confirming your contributions to the parish for the year 2009, please call the rectory 410-566-0877 and leave your name and envelope number. We will process all requests once a week during the tax season.
Please remember those who are sick in your prayers as well as those in nursing and convalescent homes, the homebound, those awaiting test results and those who are dying. Also please call the rectory 410-566-0877 with the names of anyone in the hospital.
Bulletin Masses for the Week of Jan. 17 – Jan. 23, 2010

Sunday Jan. 17, 8:30 a.m. For the people of the Parish

Monday, Jan. 18, 8:00 a.m. Alfred N. Sheeler Sr. (d)

Tuesday, Jan. 19, 8:00 a.m. Susan Blair (l) Special Int.
Wed, Jan. 20, 8:00 a.m.  Cathy Cosden Rauser (d)

Thurs, Jan. 21, 8:00 a.m.  George Weyandt (d)

Fri., Jan. 22, 8:00 a.m. No Intention

Sat., Jan 23, 8:00 a.m. No Intention

In the Gospel today, at the wedding feast in Cana, Jesus reveals himself to his disciples and they began to believe in him. Everyday, God also gives us signs of his love and so we also can respond in faith and trust. As you place your gift in the Society of St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box, know that you are a sign of God’s love to those who are suffering and you give them reason to believe and to trust.
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