Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time

February 7, 2010
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A painter painted a large room, covering each wall with a brilliant coat of white. Every edge was perfect and neat. Not a drop was spilled on the woodwork, doors or floor. The job was perfect, except for one little spot in a corner. It seems that the old color kept bleeding through and no matter how much paint he put on the spot, it kept showing up. Every time the painter entered the room, he never saw the brilliant walls or perfect edges or the neat, clean job. He only saw that one spot.

Our spiritual life can often be like that. We only accept perfection as being good and focus on "little spots", the sins and failings of everyday life. Like Peter, we are all too aware of our "sinful" nature, paying so much attention to our sins, that we overlook grace. We see the spot and miss the wall.

Yet Jesus looks at our "graceful" nature, knowing we are made in the image and likeness of God. His commandment of love calls us to use the strength of our grace to reach out to others. It is this same strength that will enable us to overcome our sins and become more and more the people God calls us to be. Pick up your brush, fill it with grace and paint the masterpiece the Lord calls you to be.

Next Sunday’s Readings: Jeremiah 17: 5-8; 1 Corinthians 15:12,16-20; Luke 6:17, 20-26
Email Addresses for Emergency Announcements

As Fr. Bill said in his note a few week ago, we would like to collect the email addresses of our parishioners so that we can provide the latest information on schedule changes due to weather conditions or any other emergency. Please send your name and email address to info@sjmp.org. We will keep this information confidential. 

Mother Lange Awards

The Mother Lange Award Dinner, sponsored by the African American Catholic Ministries, will be held on Friday February 12, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at Martin’s West. For tickets, which cost $50.00, please contact the rectory at 410-566-0877.

Newly Confirmed
Welcome to the newly confirmed St. Joseph’s Monastery Parish Class of 2010.

Matthew Blaschak, Madeline Burns, Kasey Dawson, Michael Koesters, Lynsay Maltese, Michael Maltese, Thomas Perry, Meghan Sadler, Thomas Sadler, Melvin Thomas

We thank all who assisted in their preparation, their ceremony and the Hospitality Committee for their gracious gift of refreshments.

Mardi Gras
Once again we will be hosting the Mardi Gras event at the Hall on February 16th.  If you haven’t joined us before I would like to invite you now.  It is a favorite event of mine.  We will be beginning at 6:30 p.m. with a pancake supper. (Everyone is invited to bring a topping to share).  Children will then do a craft and will present a living stations of the cross. Ashes to begin our Lenten season will follow this.  It is a great celebration of community.  Please join us and if you have any time and would like to help with the set up or cooking the pancakes please come at 5:30 p.m.

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 2010

This week, you are asked to review the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal tabloid that you will receive with your bulletin today.  The theme of the campaign is: “When I called, you answered me…”  (Psalm 138:3)
The Annual Appeal campaign is much different than a one-time special collection.  It is a pledge campaign where you can make a gift, payable over ten months. 

A significant gift to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal will touch the lives of many others in a very positive way.  The Annual Appeal provides critical funding for the many programs and ministries of the Archdiocese.  As you review the work enabled by your contribution to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal, please reflect on God’s gifts to you.  He has given you all that you have.  Your gifts to our parish, to the Archdiocese, and to the work of the Church throughout the world should be given in gratitude for the continuing gifts that God gives you. 

Sometimes it is difficult to envision how one pledge can help an organization the size of our Archdiocese, how it can make a real difference.  But each pledge does make a difference because all parishes participate in the campaign and the gifts of many enable our Archdiocese to deliver needed ministry and services.  Our combined gifts not only signify our gratitude to God, they glorify Him by enabling the work of our Archdiocese.      

If you received your pledge form in the mail, please complete it and mail it back.  For those of you that did not receive a mailing or have not had time to respond to it, we will conduct our in-pew pledge process at all Masses next weekend and the following weekend.

Our parish receives 25% of each dollar raised until we reach our goal of $ 21,500.  After we reach goal, 50% of all over goal dollars are returned to us. Thank you for your prayerful consideration and generous response.
#####

From the desk of Fr. Bill:

Our parish Pastoral Council had its monthly meeting this past Sunday. I should bring everyone up to speed on the Council. Two years ago as we reached the end of the year (in May) we had a council meeting with Cathy Swanson from the Urban Vicar’s planning office. Cathy has helped us over the years in developing the Council. We were concluding the Council’s work of looking at the various ministries, prioritizing, and seeing how our resources were being used. As that meeting came to an end, Cathy’s suggestion to us was to restructure the Council and not have parish staff persons on it - be they salaried or volunteer. Her rationale was simply, we had people planning who were also the ones overseeing the execution of decisions being made, and they also were the ones evaluating! These roles needed to be separated. 

      During the summer Council members met along with other interested parishioners, we talked about the work of the Council, etc. with an eye to forming the new one. I thought this would have happened in September (a year ago) but it didn’t quite come together at that time. So, last year went by, things get busy and by the time we were into this past summer we had gone a year without the Council functioning. During this time whenever anyone asked about our Council (especially diocesan auditors), I was beginning to sound like the woman on my GPS navigational system that says “reconfiguring”.

       In September I invited the following 10 people to form our new Pastoral Council:

Joe Roche          Frank Snyder       Mark Landiscrina         Nancy Shelton         Carolyn Uchendu     Eileen Clark    Mary Clare Bowes     Sue Corcoran    Patrick Caughy     and        Gerry McClain

We have met 3 times and I am grateful for their enthusiasm and interest. 

       We did not have elections for the Council. Rather there was a lengthy process of thinking and talking. So I would present them to you, the parish, asking your affirmation in this process. The terms of serving on the Council will be 3 years, and we will figure out how to do that, perhaps some of the present members serving less time and then being replaced gradually? 

        I see the Council as a ministry in the parish, one that uses gifts of administration, planning and organizing, communication, and listening, among others. 

        At the last meeting I shared a quote from a PBS show, “Scenes From A Parish”, where the pastor from a parish in Boston was interviewed. He said the following:
A good pastor listens and then affirms the dreams that grow out of the shared faith                         of the parishioners, even when they are not able to articulate them fully. Then the pastor              empowers the people to turn those tentative visions into the reality we call church. A pastor’s task
 is to ensure that since everyone is gifted, everyone is called.

I would see our Pastoral Council as sharing with the pastor the vision put forth in the quote. From our initial meetings I feel very happy that our Council has come together, and that it will offer good ministry to all in the parish

SOME THANK YOUS!

.... To Rev. Anthony Brown for his presence this Sunday, to announce and keep before us Black History Month. How memorable and valuable are the souls that are touched by Spirituals!

... To Jean Schmidt for the beautiful flowers on the altar.

.... For all who were able to contribute to the people of Haiti through Fr. Rick Frechette, CP. I write this on Tuesday February 2nd, but at this point we have received over $11,000 to send to Rick just through this parish. Among those donations were the faculty and children from Francis Scott Key middle school where Joanne Strickland teaches, Emily Sadler(s box of money that she gathered from family, and the students from Msgr. Arthur Slade grammar school in Glen Burnie. 

And welcome home from Haiti, Ed Perry, who will be on the road to Ireland shortly. We thank him for his hard work in the midst of the chaos and suffering of so many, and we thank Our Lord for his safety.

Mark your calendars for upcoming events for the Fund and Fun Committee 

· Bus trip to Harrington’s on Thursday, February 11th (snow date will be February 18th).  The cost is $30.00 with a $15.00 free play and a free buffet lunch valued at $15.00.   Please make your reservations early.  Call the rectory 410.566.0877 or Carolyn Garbo 410.744.7655 to save your seat.  Hope to have some winners on our return trip home!!!

· Our first bingo for 2010 will be on February 21st at the school hall.  Tickets will be sold at the door for $15.00.  The price includes 20 games of bingo w/cash prizes.  Specials, extra bingo cards, dabbers, and a raffle will also be available.  Lite fare and refreshments will be available for a minimal cost.

· Save the date – our annual oyster/bull roast will be held on Sunday, March 7th at the school hall from 12:30 to 5:30 p.m.  The cost is $40.00 per person.  Please get your tickets early!!!!!!!  For tickets, call Michael Ledley 410.480.3722, Michael Doetzer 410.242.6130 or Georgia DiLella 410.242.1941.

·  Upcoming Shrimp Feast – The Knights of Columbia and SJM are going to have a Shrimp Feast sometime in June.  We haven’t had a Shrimp Feast in a couple of years with the Knights.  As always, we will have a good time.  Please continue to support us.   

We are planning a bus trip, on a Saturday, this June to the Basilica.  We will be departing from the church parking lot, touring the Basilica and having lunch in the Catonsville area.  Further details will be forthcoming.  This trip is not a fundraiser…………many parishioners have requested that someone look into having this outing for our church.  

Upcoming Parish Activities:

Thursday Feb. 11 Bus Trip to Harrington (Snow date 2/18/2010)

Tuesday Feb. 16th Mardi Gras 6:30 p.m. School Hall

Sunday Feb. 21 BINGO in the school hall 1:00 p.m.

Sunday March 7 Annual Bull & Oyster Roast in the School hall 1:00 p.m.

Little Black Books

Lent in coming upon us like a train. February 17th is Ash Wednesday. So the “Little Black Books” are available at the entrances to the church. There is a limited supply so we ask that only one copy per family be taken.
Lobby Night in Annapolis

Join hundreds of other Catholics to be "powered by faith" on President's Day - Monday, February 15, 2010 - during the annual Catholic Lobby Night in Annapolis from 3 pm to 8 pm. This advocacy event gives Catholic voters the opportunity to meet in person with their elected state officials and discuss with them issues including: supporting pregnant women and pregnancy resource centers, Catholic schools, the death penalty, marriage, and poverty. The day begins with an address from Maryland bishops, followed by issue briefings from Conference staff, then face-to-face meetings with legislators, and topped off with a dinner reception. The event is free, but registration is required. A Spanish-language session will be available. Transportation and background information will be available soon. We'll see you on February 15!

Tax Time
It is that time of the year when we begin to get our tax information together. If you require a letter confirming your contributions to the parish for the year 2009, please call the rectory 410-566-0877 and leave your name and envelope number. We will process all requests once a week during the tax season.
Report from the St. Vincent DePaul Society

For the last two months (December and January) your contributions to the Poor Box helped our St. Vincent DePaul Society provide assistance to 13 families with their BGE bills; help 3 families avoid eviction and helped 34 other families with Christmas Food Baskets and other needs. Thank you for your ongoing support of the Society through your poor box donations.

WOMEN AND SPIRIT: CATHOLIC SISTERS IN AMERICA
A traveling exhibit showcasing the extraordinary contributions of women religious to this country’s social and cultural landscape will take place January 15 to April 25, 2010 at S. Dillon Ripley Center – Smithsonian, Washington DC.  The exhibit is free of charge and opens daily from 10: AM to 5:30PM.  Parishes and schools are invited to visit the exhibit with their groups.  For more information please visit: www.womenandspirit.org 

Please remember those who are sick in your prayers as well as those in nursing and convalescent homes, the homebound, those awaiting test results and those who are dying. Also please call the rectory 410-566-0877 with the names of anyone in the hospital.
Bulletin Masses for the Week of Feb. 7 – Feb. 13, 2010

Sunday Feb. 7, 8:30 a.m. For the people of the Parish

Monday, Feb. 8, 8:00 a.m. Alfred N. Sheeler, Sr. (d)

Tuesday, Feb. 9, 8:00 a.m. Larry Bowes (l)
Wed, Feb. 10, 8:00 a.m. No Intention 

Thurs, Feb. 11, 8:00 a.m.  No Intention

Fri., Feb. 12, 8:00 a.m. No Intention

Sat., Feb. 13, 8:00 a.m. No Intention

In the Gospel today, the disciples decide to leave everything to follow Jesus. We are also called to follow Jesus, who tells us “whatever you do to the least of mine, you do for me.” Your gift to the poor can bring the love and peace of Jesus to those who live in fear and doubt, loneliness and dread.
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