First Sunday of Lent

February 21, 2010
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It's on late night television.  It creeps into your mailbox.  It clutters up your e-mail.  The radios carried ads, the Internet has special sites, and there are legions of representatives, waiting to sell you a share.  It is the perfect way, the perfect scheme to get rich quick and easy.   People fall for it everyday.

When we are confirmed, we receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  They help us discern what is real and true from what pretends to be good. Exercising these gifts helps us realize there are no shortcuts.  Everything worthwhile requires-and deserves-our time, effort and attention.  When we give in to temptation, we quickly discover what we mean in our baptismal promises when we reject Satan and all his empty promises.  We learn once again the age-old lesson:  all that glitters is not gold.

As we begin Lent, resolve to set a steady course and not give in to temptation.  Work to grow in the gifts of the Holy Spirit by your acts of sacrifice, charity and prayer.  Give them your time and attention so that you will be more faithful, more attuned to the work of God in your life and the lives of others.  The work we do may not glitter, but it sure is worth more than gold.

Next Sunday’s Readings: Genesis 15: 5-12,17-18; Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 9:18-36
Email Addresses for Emergency Announcements

As Fr. Bill said in his note a few weeks ago, we would like to collect the email addresses of our parishioners so that we can provide the latest information on schedule changes due to weather conditions or any other emergency. Please send your name and email address to info@sjmp.org. We will keep this information confidential. 

Mark your calendars for upcoming events for the Fund and Fun Committee 

· Our first bingo for 2010 is today February 21st at the school hall.  Tickets will be sold at the door for $15.00.  The price includes 20 games of bingo w/cash prizes.  Specials, extra bingo cards, dabbers, and a raffle will also be available.  Lite fare and refreshments will be available for a minimal cost.

· Save the date – our annual oyster/bull roast will be held on Sunday, March 7th at the school hall from 12:30 to 5:30 p.m.  The cost is $40.00 per person.  Please get your tickets early!!!!!!!  For tickets, call Michael Ledley 410.480.3722, Michael Doetzer 410.242.6130 or Georgia DiLella 410.242.1941.

·  Upcoming Shrimp Feast – The Knights of Columbia and SJM are going to have a Shrimp Feast sometime in June.  We haven’t had a Shrimp Feast in a couple of years with the Knights.  As always, we will have a good time.  Please continue to support us.   

We are planning a bus trip, on a Saturday, this June to the Basilica.  We will be departing from the church parking lot, touring the Basilica and having lunch in the Catonsville area.  Further details will be forthcoming.  This trip is not a fundraiser…………many parishioners have requested that someone look into having this outing for our church.  

St. Joseph’s Day

The parish will celebrate St. Joseph’s Day on Sunday March 14th with a special Mass at 10:00 a.m. There will only be one mass that day. Saturday March 13 mass will be at 4:00 p.m. Following the 10:00 a.m. mass there will be a Pot Luck Brunch at the School Hall. Come and share your family’s favorite brunch dish with your brothers and sisters. 

BINGO

AT

St. Joseph’s Monastery Parish
WHEN:


This Sunday, February 21, 2010


       WHERE:


St. Joseph’s Monastery Parish Hall

       TIME:


1:00 p.m. (doors open at 12:30 p.m.)

       DONATION:

$15.00 – Tickets will be sold at the door
Please join us in the fun and games!!!!!!!

The price includes 20 games of bingo with cash prizes.  Special games, extra bingo cards and dabbers will be sold at the door.  Also, we will have a special raffle and door prizes at the break.

Lite fare and refreshments will be available for a minimal cost.

Thank you for all your support and hope that with your enthusiasm we will have another successful year of bingo!!!  

Sponsored by the Fund and Fun Committee

No one under the age of 18 permitted to play

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!!!!!

St. Joseph’s Monastery Parish

ANNUAL OYSTER/BULL ROAST
tc \l3 "ANNUAL BULL AND OYSTER ROAST
WHEN:


March 7, 2010
WHERE:


School Hall

TIME:


12:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
CATERER:

M.C. Catering (Marty Cullota)
DJ/KARAOKE:
John Armetta


tc \l2 "DJ:


After Dinner Spinners
Menu:
Oysters on the half shell, pit roast beef and ham, Maryland oyster stew, oyster fritters, sauerkraut and kielbasa, sausage w/peppers and onions, baked chicken, mashed potatoes and gravy, other buffet items including a hospitality table, beer, wine, soda and dessert.

The donation is $40.00 per person; please call Michael Ledley 410.480.3722, Georgia DiLella  410.242.1941 or Mike Doetzer 410.242.6130 to order your tickets.

This event has always been successful and everyone has a wonderful time, so please call and get your tickets early. 

The Fund and Fun Committee appreciates your support and we extend to you a heartfelt thank you.  Working together, we can accomplish good things for our church.
Upcoming Parish Activities:

Sunday Feb. 21 BINGO in the school hall 1:00 p.m.

Sunday March 7 Annual Bull & Oyster Roast in the School hall 1:00 p.m.

Wednesdays starting on Feb. 24th  Reconciliation Service at 6:30 p.m. Rectory 

Fridays starting on Feb. 26th Soup Dinner and Stations of the Cross 6:30 p.m. in Rectory

Sunday March 14th Feast of St. Joseph, one Mass at 10 a.m. Reception in Hall 

Little Black Books

Lent in coming upon us like a train. February 17th is Ash Wednesday. So the “Little Black Books” are available at the entrances to the church. There is a limited supply so we ask that only one copy per family be taken.
Tax Time
It is that time of the year when we begin to get our tax information together. If you require a letter confirming your contributions to the parish for the year 2009, please call the rectory 410-566-0877 and leave your name and envelope number. We will process all requests once a week during the tax season.
Reconciliation Services

On Wednesdays starting on Feb. 24 through March 24th, Fr. Bill will be available from 6:30-7:30 p.m. for the rite of Reconciliation. Please remember that reconciliation is available on Saturdays from 3:15-3:45 p.m. before Saturday mass. There will also be a Reconciliation Service in the church on March 10th at 7:00 p.m.

Seder Meal

On March 24 there will be a Seder Meal in the school hall at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $3.00 for adults and $1.00 for children between 7 and 15 and will be sold starting on March 7th.

Forgiveness

On Wednesday March 17th, Brother Ed Hall C.P. will give a presentation on “Forgiveness” in the Rectory at 7:00 p.m.

Mass Parts for Lent


Our Lenten Mass will be A Festival Eucharist by Richard Proulx.  These parts can be found in the red Worship hymnals (#306 – 308).  In addition, we will chant the Agnus Dei in Latin.  Please observe the printed text below for reference.

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem.
Soup and Stations of the Cross

Once again we are planning to have the Soup and Stations of the Cross on four of the Fridays in Lent starting on Feb. 26 through March 19th at 6:30 p.m. We have two choices of soup each week and they have been excellent in the past. 

Please remember those who are sick in your prayers as well as those in nursing and convalescent homes, the homebound, those awaiting test results and those who are dying. Also please call the rectory 410-566-0877 with the names of anyone in the hospital.
Bulletin Masses for the Week of Feb. 21 – Feb. 27, 2010

Sunday Feb. 21, 8:30 a.m. For the people of the Parish

Monday, Feb. 22, 8:00 a.m. No Intention

Tuesday, Feb. 23, 8:00 a.m. No Intention
Wed, Feb. 24, 8:00 a.m. No Intention 

Thurs, Feb. 25, 8:00 a.m.  No Intention

Fri., Feb. 26, 8:00 a.m. George M. Smith (d)

Sat., Feb. 27, 8:00 a.m. Mary Bannantine (d)

In today’s Gospel, Jesus challenges us by saying “Give, and gifts will be given to you; a good measure, packed together, shaken down, and overflowing, will be poured into your lap…” When we give to the poor, God indeed pours his love, peace and joy into our hearts and into our lives. 
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