Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time
February 5, 2012
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Remember the commercial for Klondikes? People would do ridiculously funny things to answer the question: What would you do for a Klondike? It is the grain of truth in this commercial that made it comical. When they want something badly enough, people will do just about anything.

St. Paul feels a compulsion to preach, and is so willing, that the Gospel is proclaimed. He will do whatever it takes to reach all those who want to hear it. He strives to become all things to all people so that there is no obstacle in receiving and living God's Word. The message is more important than the messenger.

The question is a good one for us to answer. What are we willing to do for our faith: prayer, daily Mass, sacrifices, studying, forgiving, and changing our life? If there is anything that gets in the way of living our faith, then that should be the area we seek to convert. Our growth in faith is measured by our willingness to give it first place in our life. After all, faith is not something we get; it's about what we are and what we become. With God's help, we'll do whatever it takes to become whatever He wants.

Next Sunday’s Readings: Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46; 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1; Mark 1:40-45

Parish Financial Report

1/21-1/22/2012 - Offertory Collection, $3,559 - Mass Attendance, 
261

Project PLASE Prayer

One of the suggestions at the Project PLASE committee meeting last week was that we have a Parish Prayer for the success of the Project to sell the School Building. Each family could say this prayer as they sit down for dinner or at some other appropriate time. Please submit a suggested prayer to the rectory and we will print them in the bulletin. 


Roman Missal
In November our parish joined Catholics worldwide as we implemented the revised Roman Missal, third edition.  A number of resources are available to parishioners as we adjust to these changes.  For starters, pew cards with the people’s translations have been placed in every pew.  These are for use during Mass and must be returned to the hymnal slots following service.  Parishioners will also find a complete Order of Mass in the front section of the blue Music Issue, and printed music for our new Mass setting, “Mass of Christ the Savior” by Dan Schutte, is located in the back beginning on #917.   Formation will be ongoing in the weeks and months ahead as we address the impact these new translations have made on the Liturgy.  Thank you for your participation during Mass and for your prayers.  Let us joyfully welcome the revised Missal together as we say, “And with your Spirit!”

Mardi Gras

Once again we will be hosting the Mardi Gras event at the Hall on February 21st.  If you haven’t joined us before I would like to invite you now.  It is a favorite event of mine.  We will be beginning at 6:00 p.m. with a pancake supper. (Everyone is invited to bring a topping to share).  Children will then do a craft and will present a living stations of the cross. Ashes to begin our Lenten season will follow this.  It is a great celebration of community.  Please join us and if you have any time and would like to help with the set up or cooking the pancakes please come at 5:00 p.m.

Upcoming Parish Activities:

Weekend of Feb. 4&5 Hospitality after each mass.                                                          Saturday Feb. 11, Community Breakfast for Project PLASE Church Hall                                                        Thursday Feb.16, Bus Trip to Harrington Casino                                                              Sunday February 19, BINGO in Church Hall 12:30 p.m.                                                   Tuesday Feb. 21, Mardi Gras 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Church Hall Pancakes & Sausage dinner.

Sunday March 4, Annual Bull/Oyster Roast in the Church Hall 12:30 p.m.

Tax Time
It is that time of the year when we begin to get our tax information together. If you require a letter confirming your contributions to the parish for the year 2011, please call the rectory 410-566-0877 and leave your name and envelope number. We will process all requests once a week during the tax season.

St. Vincent dePaul Society Fund Raiser

On the 4th Wednesday of every month anyone who dines at Grilled Cheese & Co. (Edmondson Ave. and the Beltway) need only mention SVDP at the Monastery and our conference will receive 15% of the day’s revenue. This Fund Raiser will continue for every 4th Wednesday until further notice. 

Bus Trip To Harrington 

On Thursday, February 16th (snow date of February 23rd) we will be having Bus trip to Harrington (a/k/a Midway).  The cost will be $30.00 with $15.00 free play and a free buffet for a total value of $30.00.  The bus will be leaving Ellicott City at 7:15 a.m. and the church Hall parking lot at 8:00 a.m. and will be returning around 5:00 p.m.  Please call the rectory 410.566.0877 to reserve your seat.

Married Couples Retreat

There will be a series of Married Couples Retreats on the five weekends in March starting on March 2nd at the Priestfield, WV Retreat House. They will be lead by one of the following priests: Frs. Nick Amato, Paul Schenck or Paul Henry. Please call Elaine Galeone at 410-252-5355 for more information or to make a reservation. 

BINGO at the Monastery

Our first bingo for 2012 will be on Sunday February 19th at the Church Hall.  Tickets will be sold at the door for $15.00.  The price includes 20 games of bingo w/cash prizes.  Specials, extra bingo cards, dabbers, and a raffle will also be available.  Lite fare and refreshments will be available for a minimal cost. No one under the age of 18 will be permitted to play.

Please remember those who are sick in your prayers as well as those in nursing and convalescent homes, the homebound, those awaiting test results and those who are dying. Also please call the rectory 410-566-0877 with the names of anyone in the hospital.

Bulletin Masses for the Week of Feb. 5-Feb. 11, 2012

Sunday Feb. 5, 8:30a.m. For the people of the Parish

Mon. Feb. 6, 8:00 a.m. No Intentions

Tuesday Feb. 7, 8:00 a.m No Intentions

Wed. Feb. 8, 8:00 a.m No Intentions

Thursday. Feb. 9, 8:00 a.m No Intentions

Friday Feb 10, 8:00 a.m No Intentions 

Sat. Feb. 11, 8:00 a.m. No Intentions

In the Gospel today, we find that Jesus

would rise very early before dawn and go

to a deserted place to pray and then he

went out to preach and to heal. Praying for

the poor can bring the love and peace of

Jesus to those who live in fear and doubt,

loneliness and dread.
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