Third Sunday of Ordinary Time
January 22, 2012
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There are some events in life that we come to see as life-changing only when we look back. Meeting a new friend, enrolling in a class, moving to a particular neighborhood, or becoming involved in an organization, can seem like a simple choice at the time we make it. But what follows can make it a turning point, the beginning of a change that makes a difference. 

When Jesus called the Apostles, they had no idea what was ahead. They were drawn by his teaching, His personality, perhaps his reputation and certainly, by curiosity. Little could they have realized that their lives would never be the same again. Once they said "yes" to His call, their journey to sainthood began and there was no turning back.

In our life of faith, there are many opportunities for just such an event. A parish retreat, time spent in prayer, reading spiritual books, and studying the Bible are all simple ways in which we enter more deeply into faith and our own journey toward sainthood. God is always calling us to Himself. Any one of those times can be life changing as well as life fulfilling. We just need to answer "yes" when He calls.

Next Sunday’s Readings: Deuteronomy 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 7:32-35; Mark 1: 21-28

Parish Financial Report

1/7-1/8/2012 - Offertory Collection, $5,909; Mass Attendance -340

From the desk of Fr. Bill
Our parish is happy to announce that Kathy and Willie Kimbrow will be honored as the recipients of the Mother Mary Lange Awards for leadership and service this year at the annual Mother Mary Lange dinner at Martin’s West. Congratulations. The dinner will be on Friday, February 10 at 7 p.m. We still have a few tickets if anyone is interested in attending.

You are cordially invited to a celebration of Black Catholic History on Saturday, January 28. Mass will be celebrated at St. Ignatius Church on Calvert and Madison Ave. at 4:30 p.m. After Mass Sr. Mary Reginald Gerdes, OSP will speak on the significance of St. Ignatius Church to the Black Catholic Community and there will be an opportunity to view a display. For more info contact the Office of African American Catholic Ministries at 410-625-8472. 
Archdiocesan Social Ministry Convocation will take place on Saturday, March 3. Registration and hospitality begin at 8:15. At 9:00 a.m. Keynote speaker Janine Carreiro will speak followed by two sets of workshops, before and after lunch. The day concludes at 3:30. The entire day including lunch is only $10.00. The Convocation brings together excellent speakers and topics, and a good gathering of parishioners from around the archdiocese. It will be held once again at Seton Keough H.S.

Along with the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal our parish is now beginning the Archdiocesan Capital Campaign, (Embracing Our Mission ~ Shaping Our Future(. And of course most of the parish is deeply involved in the rezoning project with Project PLASE I did ask for an exception as this seems an utter impossibility to do all of this. However, the Capital Campaign and Appeal will both be taking place. Speaking of the school, thank you to all for the hard work of meetings, preparing information and engaging with neighbors, businesses, churches and the neighborhood associations. An enormous amount of work has been done and it will bear good fruit.

Polar Bear Plunge

Once again Liz Shultz will be taking part in the Polar Bear Plunge to raise money for the Special Olympics on Saturday January 28. She will be at the door today and next week to solicit sponsorships for her plunges into the waters of the Chesapeake Bay. 

Tax Time
It is that time of the year when we begin to get our tax information together. If you require a letter confirming your contributions to the parish for the year 2011, please call the rectory 410-566-0877 and leave your name and envelope number. We will process all requests once a week during the tax season.

St. Vincent dePaul Society Fund Raiser

On the 4th Wednesday of every month anyone who dines at Grilled Cheese & Co. (Edmondson Ave. and the Beltway) need only mention SVDP at the Monastery and our conference will receive 15% of the day’s revenue. This Fund Raiser will continue for every 4th Wednesday until further notice. 

Bereavement Outreach Network Seminar

A six-week Bereavement Outreach Network Seminar (BON) will be held on Thursday afternoon from January 26, through March 1, 2012 from 1:00- 3:00 p.m. It is designed especially for adults of all ages grieving the death of a loved one. Pre- registration is required. There is no charge. We meet at the Charlestown Retirement Community, 715 Maiden Choice Lane. Call Fred Schneider, 410-735-5569, to register or for more information.

Knights of Columbus Breakfast

Please join the Knights of Columbus at their breakfast on Sunday, January 29th at 1010 Frederick Road, Catonsville, MD from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The cost is $5.00 per person and the tickets can be purchased at the door.  The menu includes eggs, bacon, sausage, hash brown potatoes, fruit, biscuits, donuts and coffee, tea, milk and juice.  

Married Couples Retreat

There will be a series of Married Couples Retreats on the five weekends in March starting on March 2nd at the Priestfield, WV Retreat House. They will be lead by one of the following priests: Frs. Nick Amato, Paul Schenck or Paul Henry. Please call Elaine Galeone at 410-252-5355 for more information or to make a reservation. 

Adult Confirmation

Are you a Catholic who has never been confirmed? Do you wish to experience the fullness of the gifts of the Holy Spirit in your life by receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation? Archbishop Edwin O'Brien will be conferring the sacrament of Confirmation on adult Catholics (age 18 and older) on Sunday, March 4, 2012, at 2:00 p.m. at the Basilica of the Assumption. The Archdiocese of Baltimore will offer three sessions to prepare adults to receive this sacrament. The formation series will be held at the Catholic Center, 320 Cathedral Street, Baltimore, MD 20201, on Saturdays, February 4, 18 and 25 from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm. To register for these classes or for more information, please call Kathy Wandishin at 410-727-3565 X68 or email her at kwandishin@baltimorebasilica.org.

Please remember those who are sick in your prayers as well as those in nursing and convalescent homes, the homebound, those awaiting test results and those who are dying. Also please call the rectory 410-566-0877 with the names of anyone in the hospital.

Bulletin Masses for the Week of Jan. 22-Jan. 28, 2012

Sunday Jan. 22, 8:30a.m. For the people of the Parish

Mon. Jan. 23, 8:00 a.m. Helen Peed (l)
Tuesday Jan. 24, 8:00 a.m Patricia Howard (l)
Wed. Jan. 25, 8:00 a.m No Intentions

Thursday. Jan. 26, 8:00 a.m No Intentions

Friday Jan. 27, 8:00 a.m No Intentions

Sat. Jan. 28, 8:00 a.m. No Intentions

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus says: “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  As disciples, we are called to continue God’s work on earth. Taking care of God’s poor is indeed living gospel values. Have you considered answering the call to serve the poor by joining the Society of St. Vincent de Paul?
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